





























a small western Idaho parish we went and a year later I knew
how badly I needed a strong discipline in spiritual life.
First I was an Associate Priest, admitted by Fr. Joseph, OSF,
but with a fortunate visit of Br. Stephen to our diocese I
was led to test my vocation as a postulant. It was a tough
discipline, and I fell short in every month's report, but I
was often reminded that "rules are something to come back to,
not abandon."

After our son Christopher's birth in 1967, it was Br. Mich-
ael Thomas, OSF, who presided at my novicing. Br. Paul had
succeeded Fr. Joseph as Minister and he continued to encourage
me. For my novicing under the old ritual, he suggested that
I take the name Boniface because of the saint's missionary
efforts. But how great it was to remember that Boniface was
first Winfred; I had been confirmed in a mission once led by
Fr. Winfred Douglas and was made lav reader by Bishop Winfred
Douglas, of Wyoming. Coincidence?

Two years later, Br. Robert Hugh officiated at my profession.
The next year, I was one of a number of tertiaries assembled
at Little Portion to bring the American Third Order into line
with the British counterpart. Somehow, I was elected as a
member of Chapter, and re-elected three times, and now look
what has happened! Guardian??? Only in obedience do I ac-
cept this role in the Third Order. In no way can I match the
ability and the spiritual depth of my brothers and sisters in
the Third Order. Our first guardian, John Scott, provided us
with a solid basis for growth and development. With him, a
fantastic corps of tertiaries have worked to bring us to this
moment in Third Order history. That same enthusiasm continues
and from it I take heart that what is accomplished in these
next three years will be a tribute to their commitment to the
Franciscan way of living in the world, not to anything of sig-
nificance that I will do.

If you have read the two little volumes about Br. Douglas,
S8F, and Br. Algy, SSF, founded and guardian of the English
province, respectively, you may understand why I rejoice still
to wear that very first profession cross as we were expected
to do: out of sight. I wear the small Franciscan lapel emb-
lem much as I do the clerical collar: not to "point with pride,"”
but to provide a point of contace for someone in search of a
reason for conversation at a depth greater than the weather
or the latest sports scores. To wear either still bothers me
because it is really not consistent with either our Lord's
way or Francis'. The Third Order IS one of the world's "best-
kept secrets;" so is the Christian faith. People came to
Christ and to Francis because of the manner in which they
lived and the conviction with which they spoke. In our weak-
ness, I believe that we are joined together as Franciscan
Christians in order to strengthen and encourage one another
in the way we live the faith and speak in the presence of those
who are still searching for “"Peace and Good." Our manner and
our conversation is of far greater value than our emblems and
our uniforms.

--Kale Francis King, Priest
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Chaplai's Corner

mitation of St francis 2

Very few of us care to literally imitate St. Francis, for a
variety of reasons. When we seem to ke straying from the
Franciscan way, there is sometimes a desire to drag out one
of the original rules and reform things. Often, we satisfy
ourselves that we are doing the work and witness of Francis
when we confront the corrupt, the powerful, and the wealthy
on the behalf of this world's poor. We think we manifest his
love of creation when we hook up with some organization con-
cerned for the environment. Ve think humility consists of
humiliating and embarrassing those in authority.

Francis was not a socialist or even a social reformer. The
evidence seems to suggest that he accepted the feudal theory
of his day, but took the political vocabulary of his time and
made it a paradigm of the Kingdom of God. His witness was
personal and individual. This was its very charm, along with
its totality and its intensity. Francis was poor because he
thought it was holy, not because he hated the rich. When he
confronted the infidel, there was no anger in the confronta-
tion, merely a concern for souls and for the truth. Francis
would never have countenanced a triumphalism of any sort, not
even of the poor. It is not popular to say so, but he would
not have rejoiced in the understandable but unlovely roar of
sweet revenge as the Third World finds its way to a place in
the sun.

The secret of the popularity of the Franciscan Movement re-
mains the same. It gave the world the hope that each life
could make a difference, provided it was turned around and
pointed God-ward.

Quite rightly, we probably would not want to have the world
view of St. Francis, nor his emotional or psychological make-
up. But I do think it is possible for us to have his motiva-
tion. We must never let anger or self-righteousness be part
of our humility. Manipulation, however it may discomfort this
world's powerful, is not to be hidden under the brown habit's
skirts. And if an o0ld order is to pass away hecause of our
response to a Franciscan call, let it be for no other standard
than the one that was his when he praved:

"My Lord, My God, My All."
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From the Novice Directors
Love One Another

I would like to share with you some thoughts on one of the
primary aspects of our Third Order Rule, that part dealing
with love. 1In The Way of St. Francis, there is a very help-
ful comment: "Jesus Christ is the perfect pattern of authen-
tic love, for in his life and death we see a self-giving,
complete and utterly fred because it was deliberately chosen."
Perhaps it was St. Paul who formulated this concept in Ch. 13
of I Corinthians, showing us that any of those good things we
do for others is valueless unless it is done as an expression
of love. What does this *mean for us as we work out our com-
mitment to our Lord as tertiaries?

If we compare ourselves to Jesus or to the saints who emu-
lated him, we may feel overwhelmed, or wonder whether it is
possible to live our lives on such a heroic scale. Some of
our Lord's qualities, which seem attractive and have been a
source of encouragement during times of insecurity about per-
sonal commitment, are merch, compassion, his capacity for
caring and his capacity for loving us. This assures us that
with all of our shortcomings, our Lord understands how it is
with us, and he loves us.

Perhaps a starting poing in our intention to be loving and
responsive to the needs of others is to remember that each
of us (no exceptions) belongs to our Lord and that we are all
important to him. We can remind ourselves of this as we start
each new day, committing ourselves to our Lord's care, and
asking for a measure of his patience and capacity to love
others. The possibilities for fulfillment of our intention to
love others are unlimited and sometimes our awareness of this
can make us feel a little discorganized or hesitant to pursue
some opportunity for service. One of our tendencies is to
look beyond nearby opportunities. Every other person with
whom we are normally in touch, a member of our own family, a
fellow worker, a friend, the stranger we encounter on the
street, a person we serve through our work, those with whom
we have business dealings; all of these are opportunities for
the expression of our love and acceptance as fellow creatures
of our Lord. Of course, we cannot be all things to all people,
but openness and a friendly smile can make us aware of where
love is needed.

Qur Lord did not respond to every request for healing, at
least not in an obvious way. We operate within limits which
fall short of cur Lord's. We can do what we are enabled to
do by his grace, but usually what we choose to do in our ar-
rangement of priorities falls short of the capacity he has
given us. Yet our Lord accepts our offering and continues to
love us.

At a time in the life of the world in which so much stress
is placed on force in the achievement of goals, let us opt for
the very positive force of love. As our Lord taught us, let
us love one another.

-—-Ken Cox

14



One hope of our callinﬂ

Signs and symbols sometimes come into such sharp focus that

they cannot he ignored; at least that's heen my experience.

One of the aspects of religion I've been guiltv of ignoring

until lately is ecumenicism. As a convert, my attitude has

been "I hope everybody will like my Church." Perhaps one of
the fruits of a Franciscan calling has been to open my mind

and heart to the other members of Christ's Body.

Some of you may not know that we have in our Formation pro-
gram currently two United Church of Christ members, one of
whom, in fact, is a mimister. And at our most recent meeting
of the Chicago Fellowship were two students from Garrett Bib-
lical (Methodist graduate) School, who said they were "blown
away" by the experience. They are busily writing up Rules of
life and going to Mass at Seabury-Yestern across the street.

I agreed to proofread the Franciscan Herald (monthly maga-
zine of the Roman Catholic Third Order) and when the first
galleys arrived last month, I was reading through the obitu-
aries when the name "St. M. Michael, PCR, Mt. Sinai, NY" pop-
ped off the page. That warmed my heart. Next, I read a
feature article on politics and thought to myself, "I hope
John Scott is a subscriber; he'd like this." Imagine my joy
when on the separate page of titles and hvlines there was
"John M. Scott" -- sure enough, it's our John.

I knew one of my dear novices had moved to Paducah and had
trouble finding a spiritual director until she located the
director of nursing at a Roman Franciscan hospital. O0f that
relationship, much beauty was born. And I knew the concerned
father of an enquirer had gone to the Roman friars in Chicago
to get information about what his beloved son was "up to," to
be reassured that there were indeed Anglican Tertiaries, it
was all right, and to call Glen-Ann Jicha at the feollowing
phone number. But when Lee Malloy 1is invited to conduct re-
treats and quiet days at a Roman Franciscan convent in Minne-
sota and John Filler writes from Hawaii that the Roman Catho-
lic Diocese and a Franciscan order of sisters have asked him
to help them set up a Roman Third Order chapter, something is
stirring. Love, and hope, are popping up all over.

Since many of us wear the Roman Third Order profession cross,
it scemed appropriate to the Chicago Fellowship to present one
of our Anglican profession crosses to Benet Fonck at our No-
vember meeting. IHe was deeply touched and took it with him to
Rome as he left three days later to become spiritual director
for the third order of the world. Are we learning at last
that we can share, that we have much to give each other, that
we can work and pray together in the spirit of Francis without
becing just alike? I hope so. It is one hope of our calling.

--Glen-Ann Jicha
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