

















THE COMPANTONS OF ST.- FRANCIS 4n Vancouver, B.B. which includes memberns of the
Thind Ondern of the Society of Sit. Francis, 4is hosting the finst Pactigic Noath-
west Convocation on June 21-23. The Theme 44 "Franciscan Spiritual Heritage'
(Oun 20th Century Dreams).

C/’Dé’c%és/\)

Shirkey F. Woods, Dean of the School for Deacons, Diccese of California, preached
the sermon at the funeral of James Conklin DuBois on January 15, 1985 at Trinity
Chutch San Francisco. These are excenpts grom Lthat sermon:

"Tim was another human being Like owrselves, Living through happiness and unhappd-
ness; winning some and Losing some. You might wonder how he could serve as a
model of Chiistian Living. Jim's Life was a moded forn each of us because he
possessed akey which opens the doons which so0 often seem closed with the Locks

0f frustration. The key fon Jim Dubois was Chiistian faith... Jim dimly realized
that he had the key, but he was .(iept at using AL...s4LLL he knew that there wene
such things as hope and ghace 50 he continued to go to the place where he thought
they might be found -- fo church. There he found someone who was to Lead him Zo
the keyhole, which turwned out to be Henny Ohlogg House. 1t was there that he
found his way owt of the maze of alcholism. T1£ was there that Jim stopped being
a symbol of our contemporary Life and became its model inmstead. He had found

out that anyone can fell into a pit; but that here is in God's mercy a way out of
that pit...

"So Jim was saved; he was Led to safety by the gamous "Twelve Steps." Like Job
in the Bible stony, Jim was set upon a new height and his geet wenre made sunre.
He nealized that he needed more than the discipline of the Twelve Steps, and s0
undentook the Life-Long discipline of a Third Ornder Franciscan. From then on
thene was a new song Ain his mouth, a song o4 praise to our God.

"...He began his studies for the Diaconate to be one who can best ministen to
people in the workd because he <8 himself in that workd...On the morning of the
Feast of the Epiphany, the closing scene began. Jim was rushed to the hospital.
He was paratyzed, unable to speak...Then the miracle became apparent. God 4in
his mency gave Jim the gift of a Last day of Lucidity. Jim's bishop came and
orndained him to the diaconate...we all knew that he considered this to be the
crnowning happiness of his Lige.

"...At Last, that vast spacelessness cpened up and the silence rang out with
"Greet James Conklin Dubois, the newest deacon of the Church.' And the choins
o4 angels sang, 'GLoay!'"

ANN HAGGETT of Whitefish, Montana was professed on December 8th. She writes:
"Dick, Diane, Judi, and Donna gathered around the altar in the early morning.
A1l the gals are in my group reunion of many years' standing, so I feel very
close to them. Two gave readings and Diane Ted the music 1'd picked. We
even danced around the altar to "Lord of the Dance." This was followed by a
home-style Eucharist and breakfast...For me, it was filled with joy and cele-
bration. Dijane and Judi gave me a circlet of flowers with pink streamers to
wear on my head. With blue jeans, no less! Somehow the whole affair was un-
inhibited and Franciscan. A true high point in my 1ife and journey."
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WHERE YOUR TREASURE IS ---

"Imperishable Treasure, Investing in Heaven" is the title
of a brief article that I found thought-provoking and helpful
especially from a Franciscan viewpoint. Written by Daniel
Boerman, it is in Issue 25 of the Navigators' Discipleship
Journal of January 1985.

Mr. Boerman starts by thinking about ordinary savings
accounts. For instance, "We can accept a broken transmission
or a leaky roof much more easily if the money is available to
pay for it. And retirement looks a whole lot better ..." But
beware of the danger of thinking of money as our security, and
the main preparation for the future. Jesus suggests we invest
in heavenly treasure. It alope is sure, with rich returns.

But do we need to choose between earthly and heavenly
treasure? "Is it wrong for us to save for our children? Should
we give all our possessions to the kingdom?" He points out that
something like saving money for a needy child can build both
earthly and heavenly treasure at the same time. "The point is
that our earthly treasure must not become an end in itself. It
must instead be used as a means to achieve other, more important
goals."

As we make decisions, we may notice a general trend.
"Which way am I tending?" What is my primary source of confidence
in 1life? What gives me my dgreatest joy? What inspires my
strongest commitment?

Do we fall into the trap of regarding treasure in heaven as
something God owes us in return for our good works or our giving,
an earned reward?

How can I increase my awareness of heavenly treasure? Some
ways are: a gift of money or possessions to someone in need,
deeds of kindness, personal "practice of piety" (prayer, Bible
study). As a complement to these, we need to simplify our life-
styles. "It will not be possible to give more to God, to fellow
Christians, and to the needy without self-denial and self-
sacrifice."

I thank Daniel Boerman for bringing these reminders to my
attention.
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