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FRANCISCAN VALUES -
(An excerpt from Br. Geoffrey s Address to the T.O. InterprOV1n01a1 Ghapter)

-All our Franclscan values stem from being, in the flrst place, hopelessly in
love with God. We must be growing towards the reality of the experience of Francis
when he .prayed, "My God,.my all." Out of this and as an expression of this, is a
love of the world and a reverence for all that is in it. In this:world we are to
live simply, not clutching at the things of the world and making them ours, but
enjoying them the more because none of them is ours. What does Msimplicity" mean
in America or Fngland, in Zanmbia or Solomon Islands? 'What does simplicity mean for
a white S. African or a black S. African? Out of this.love of the lord springs a’
love for each other which means reconciliation is a very important element in our
living. This starts at home where we live - what does recon0111at10n mean in my
country, my.town, ny place? : . :

Dorothy Sayars once said, "Never think that wars are irrational catastrophes;
they happen when wrong ways of thinking and living bring about intolerable situa-
tions." How can ws be instruments of peace today? Such a life and such a work is
beyond our feeble capacity. Only God can give us the strength, and only He can -
blend together into a brotherhood men and women so totally different, of so many
varying languages and-cultures, amid pressures that are always trying to separate
and divide end destroy.  This we acknowledge when we say in our Frinciples, "The
Holy Eucharist is the centre round which their life revolves.'" Here the lord
gathers us round His table and is in our widst. He gives Himself to each cne of
us and so by His Body and Blood, draws us into unity with Himself and with each
cother. It is a supernatural unity and quite beyond human attainment.

One of the exciting features of this decade has been the evident signs that God
is renewing Fis church. -...Just as the lord sought to prepare His disciples for
How own Passion and the sufferings they were to undergo, so I believe He is
preparing His Church for severe testing and suffering in the days to come. ... I
conclude, then, with this word of warning, but also with a word of hope. For the
signs-of the times are that God is alive and mightily active in His world,
redeeming, bringing good out of evil, resurrection out of death, and overcoming
the power of Satan., But it i3 not without tribulation. ©So my brothers and sisters,
let us go forward joyously and confidently with God; for the end is not destruction
but the Kingdom, ' : : , '

. SUMMARY OF 1976 GHAPTER MIETING

The Third Orde:x Chapter, American Province, Society of St. Francis, met
Novenber 5 and 6, 1976 at Bishop's Ranch, Healdsburg, California, with 12 of the:
13 menbers present, Also present were 5 members of the Interprovincial Chapter,
from England and Africa. Br., Geoffrey, Minister General, was invited but unable
to attend,

- Reports'wera made by Br., Luke, John Scott,:énd'Br. Mark Francis., Ken Cox's
election as one of the. two Novice Directors was confirmed. ' Novices recommsnded for
profession were: Christine Dorsaneo, William Hull, Caroline Moran and ILorrie
Morris.

(contimed)






INTERIM REPCRT I o _ page 3
First Interprovincial Meeting
Third Order, 8001ety of St. Francis

This meetlng, November 8-11, 1976, held at the Blshop‘s Ranch under the call
and leadership of our Minister General Brother Geoffrey, followed our own
American Province Chapter. Minutes of the Interprovincial Chapter are lengthier
and are being prepared by Brother John Derek, S.5.F., Secretary General of the
whole Society.

Those present at the meeting were the three Chaplains: Brother Edward of the
European Province, Brother Mark I'rancis - American Province, and Brother Reginald
of the Pacific Province. In addition there were two representatives from each -
Province. Owing to the political and economic problems of our African brothers
and sisters, there were three African representatives, one each from Zambla,
Rhodesia, and South Africa. They must meet regionally.

But it is of great importance for us all to know the extent of the Third Order
worldwide, and the strength that can be drawn from that. New Zealand (with the
Solomon Islands) and Australia (with Papua~New Guinea) we expect to become
separate Third Order provinces. In addition, Br. Geoffrey spoke for tertiary
groups in Hong Kong, Singapore and Calcutta. Our gathering at the Ranch did have
citizens of 7 countries; in addition, our own American Chapter had Mexico and
Canada represented. In another dimension, the representatlon inecluded 3 Friars,
3 priests, 3 laymen, and 3 1aywomen.

I stress all that for two reasons. First - in discussing the meaning of
Franciscan life, especially the significance of poverty/simplicity, that diver=-
sification was very important. Second - power in this world resides in govern-
ments and the multi-national corporations. But, even in the powerlessness of
those committed to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, commnication, prayer and meals
together for several days produces bonds and strengths that are not beholden to
the "powers that be", but to the love of Christ. For peace and justice in this
world, that is the route of ultimate vindication, together with hundreds and
thousands of other such personal and group commitments to one another. It was
clear to us that poverty, being the condition of so much of the third world,
means that Western understandlng of that camnot be its meaning and appeal else-
where. While we who live in the affluence of the United States, or New Zealand,
for example, search for simplicity as an alternative to the consumer-oriented
society; our brothers and sisters of the third world need fundamental needs met,
and some share of this world's goods, denied. them by the power structures of
this world. ; 2,00 '

For them, it is brotherhood, the 81mp1101ty of sharing across cultural and
racial lines, that is the essential ingredient of Franciscan simplicity. When
that begins to happen more and more, neither they hor wei will continue to be
blind to, and tolerate the injustices of the political and economic order. Because
of the love of Christ manifest in brotherhood, we will be enabled to be God's
agents for bringing Christ's Kingdom closer.

Both Mavis Giyose of South Africa, and Iazarus Zulu of Zambia (of one
country where Africans.are still enslaved, and the other, newly 1ndependent)
stressed Christian faith and the Third Order as the means of renewal of African
culture, the best of which has been virtually destroyed by colonialism. Both of
them need the strength of our brotherhood - and such other things as literature.
Mavis put it thus: there are three fundamentals of African culture to be recovered:
hospitality to strangers, participation in community, and the sharing - as
opposed to hoardlng - of what each has. What could be more Franciscan, indeed,
more Gospel° ’ '

(continued)






Fellowships, contimued page 5

have their own meetings. They are considering meeting in smaller groups, but urge
intercessory prayer for all members of the larger group. The Santa Clara Fellow=-
ship looked forward to a visit from Fr, John Betton, Guardian of the Third Order
in England. This Fellowship shares many activities with the New Umbrian Fellow-
ship, but also has some independent meetings.

In Seatile, the Retreat conducted by Br. lMark Francis was open to associates
of various religious orders, sponsored by a group called Associates of Religious
Orders, which plans events twice a year. In October, the Spokane Fellowship met
with the Roman Catholic tertiaries for a joint program. Camilla Dirks reported the
conversation was one of the most lively and provocative she has ever had the
privilege to take part in! ‘

In Trinidad, there is one professed tertiary, one novice, and three postulants.
"IS THERE AN ARTIST IN THE HOUSE?"

Mrs, Priscilla Reed, 13 Pleasant Street, Rockport, Mass. 01966 requests names
and addresses of tertiaries who are practicing artists by vocation. She says,
"I'm presently just a pestulant for the Third Order, and need some help and
encouragement from fellow artists.™

WELCOME AND CONGRATULATIONS

We are growing. Welcome to those who have been recently professed:
John Filler - July 8 Cleaves Johnson - September 29
Bill Graham - Septenber 5 Russell Northway - Jamuary 30, 1976
Kent Riddell - November 21

Iorrie and Casimir Morris are rejoicing in the birth of Mary Ruth on Thursday,
October 1h4th, in Kouts, Indiana.

Fr, Robert Woodfield, of California, wrote: "As you know, I moved from Rialto,
California, to Long Beach a year ago. Since coming to All Saints', I have been
working on a new Iong Beach Fellowship, and for some time we have been meeting
monthly." He has written an excellent introduction for newcomers about the
Franciscans and the Third Order in particular.

In August, Fr. Keith Ackerman wrote, "This week I was elected Rector of Saint
Mary's Church, Charleroi, Pennsylvania .. and we look with joy to Decermber when
our third child is due."

Fr. Russell Northway, now at the Church of The Holy Trinity, Peru, Indiana,
wrote (in part): "As I reflect back on my leaving Boston in 1973 to take up a new
post in the Anglican Church in Barbados, I thought some of you might like to share
in my reflections. Even though I had been to the Island to see the area, there
were a lot of unknowns, and on my arrival these were soon to be made clear. The
living was of a very simple, quiet, and slower way to what I had been accustomed
in the big metropolis like Boston. Life refused to speed, but took its course with
the movement of the shifting sands of the sea. People were happy, fun-loving,
and unaware of the passing of time. After the first year and a half, I felt myself
being slowly molded into the life style of Bajan life, The Church is a wital part
of life there. It was a joy to find so many so deeply committed., Of course there
were those who were not, but still the Church meant a lot to them. My heart and
soul are with those people, who want so much to hear the word of God and to serve
Him, My prayers are that we will someday have enough men to go to Barbados and
bring the spirit of St. Francis there." (for his whole letter, write to Pat Mahon)






: page 7
In Response to the Sermon on Africa, continued

Burrough's remarks, Henry feels that "to propogate such a notion is to attempt to
turn the clock back to the Cold War and to a Red-Scare mentality which does
nothing for world peace or for freedom within countries. The assertions made

by the Bishop seem to me so misleading and even dangerous that I feel it would be
irresponsible to let them go unchallenged." (For details, send to Pat Mahon for
Henry's letter, or write him directly, :

LIBRARY (Mrs. Lawrence Mahon, 1990 S.i&. Mulberry Ave., Portland, OR 9721L)

Enclosed separately with this Newsletter is the first list of books available on
loan, If interested, write to Pat Mahon. Also - do you have any books you would
be willing to add to our lending library? The system is for you to let Pat know
they are available; then when someone requests a book, she would have the person
write to you to borrow it. Other material, which Pat has, available in our
library is as follows,

(1) Minister General's 1976 letter on Africa. Br. Geoffrey wrote, "My visit to
Africa took place against a background of unrest and tension and outbreaks of
violence. ...I think it is true to say that whatever is said by the politicians,
the vast majority of the people, black and white, want only to be left in peace.
But they are caught in a situation where whichever way they turn, there will be
trouble and probably viclence. Do please remember them in your prayers." He
visited Zambia. There, Father David NorWood has done an outstanding work in
organizing the Third Order, but he has now gone to England. Brother Aldan was of
real assistance, but he leaves for Dar es Salaam. At Fiwila, the Brothers were
in the process of leaving, and turning over the work to others. He also mentions
work at a Mission to Seamen and a hospital. In Tanzania, he visited the Brothers
and was impressed with their vegetable gardnes, as well as citrus fruit,
pineapples and pawpaw. The: also raise poultry, rabbits, goats and sheep. The
Friary has novices from Zaire, Zambia and Rhodesia, in addition to the professed
Tanzanians. He reports three novices for the Third Order in Tanzania. In all, he
says the Thirgd Order in Africa, including novices and postulants, numbers 70.

He visited South Africa, Lesotho, Rhodesia (Bishop Mark wWood and his wife Winifred
are leaving to go to England).

(2) Children in Zambia, a 63-page booklet given to us by Lazarus Zulu when he
came to the Bishop's Ranch in November. The words and pictures illustrate the
everyday life and education of their children.

(3) National Franciscan Communications Conference (Anglican-Roman Catholic)

- Autumn 1976 Newsletter. - Franciscan Federation Activities 1976-77, conferences
and programs in Massachusetts, Illinois, Minnesota, New York, Ohioc, and Pennsyl-
vania. -"Pilgrim Virgin Home Visitation Program", by Montfort Publications,
Bayshore, NY., - Information about a Commemorative Medal for the 750th Anniversary
of the Death of St. Francis, struck by the Franklin Mint.

(L) Hat Rock Valley Retreat Center Message #21 and postcard from tertiaries
Father Liebler and Brother Juniper







