





FELLOWSHIPS ~ a report based on information sheets filled in by Convenors
or their representatives.

Does your Fellowship comprise 3 professed members, 3 or L novices, and
2 postulants? If so, you are a typical Fellowship in the American Province of
the Third Order. So often, Convenors comment to me, "Of course, remember that we
are a small group." Be assured that small groups are normal and that size need
not hamper a fruitful commnity 1life. The usual range in our fellowships is
6 to 10 members.

Most fellowships meet 8 to 10 times a year, with about half the meetings for
tertiaries only. Four fellowships sponsor retreats; seven sponsor quiet days.
Retreats and quiet days are usually open to all interested Episcopalians, Thus
far, only the Chicago area (where the Fellowship is quite large) has reported
having "tertiaries only" retreats.

For those of you in small fellowships who may be wondering why "tertiaries
only" meetings are ever necessary, I can cite the experience of the Arizona group.
In six years we have grown from three members to ten. Our open meetings have
" become a little unwieldy; we may have eight or ten members present, plus almost as
many visitors. Delighted as we are to be attracting so many inquirers, we have
discovered that being "on display" for visitors is not the way to build community
life., We have resorted to a "closed" meeting once every three months (usually an
overnight meeting from 6:00 p.m. Friday to 10:00 a.m. or noon on Saturday). At
our closed meetings our program is informal, our business limited. We are there
primarily to pray much together, to discuss the things we have in common as
Franciscans, to get to know each other, to have an opportunity to share joys and
sorrows, to be supported or to offer support. Our community life has been much
strengthened by these opportunities to be together as a Franciscan family., Our
family cohesiveness (desplte great diversity) is one of the attractlons we have
for other seekers.

The majority of fellowships use Franciscan material of one sort or another as
a basis of study and discussion. Many use material that I supply. Others use The
Way of St. Francis, Peter Funk's letters, or communications from the Chaplain or
Guardian. In Arizona we have studied and discussed some of the Franciscan saints.
The possibilities for good discussion material are endless. I think, whatever we
use, we need to be sure that we are relating it to our vocation as Franciscans.
Only thus can our life as a Franciscan commnity be served.

With small groups being the norm, most fellowships do not undertake service
projects. A small fellowship is a focus for the strengthening of individuals who
find means of service in their individual parishes or communities. Some of the
larger fellowships have projects that represent Franciscan "outreach", and I shall
ask them to report on those projects later.

Almost without exception, Fellowships are conscientious about contacting
absent members and bringing some community support to shut-ins,

Few Fellowships include any Associates. Since the call to a community is one
of the ways in which a tertiary is distinct from an associate, this result is
hardly surprising.

We have a number of Fellowships willing to "adopt" isolated tertiaries -
that is: to try to make a tertiary who is not in a Fellowship part of thelr own
commnity of concern. Now we have another problem-

WILL ISOLATED TERTIARIES INTERESTED IN BEING ADOPTED,
PLEASE CONTACT ME. I WILL ARRANGE IT.

Fellowships constitute the local family of the Third Order. They represent
..3-









