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There are two major enclosures with this Newsletter; (1) the Convocation
announcement-reservation slip - papers for study and discussion; (2} "From
the Chaplain's Desk".

MINISTER GENERAL

Two Minister General's letters have been received from Br. Geoffrey, SSF;
one from his time in Great Gritain, and the other following his visit with the
First and Second Orders in the American Province. Here are a few excerpts.

"I want to tell you about my time'in the United Kingdom, but it is difficult
to know where to begin. Actually, the U.K. is not very U. at present as with the
tragic situation in Northarn Ireland showing no sign of improvement; and with
strong nationalist movements in Wales and Scotland winning a large measure of
independent government for those countries, there is a tendency to divide into
small groups. ...

Since I was there last year, the European Province has divided into two Regions,
but still remains one Province with one Chapter. However each Region has its
Chapter as well. This has the advantage that more brothers are involved in the
decision making, but it remains to be seen how the relation between the Regional
Chapter and the Provincial Chapter will be worked, and what degree of duplication
there will be. It is an interesting experiemtn, and could set a pattern for other
Provinces. ...

In small Houses, it is essential that there be a strong prayer life. Experience
has shown that where the prayer life is weak or falters, the life founders. ... We
may-do other works as well, but unless we are clear about what we are, we will
lose our way . ... I feel that larger Friaries are weak in what may be called the
middle~aged group. There are a number of elderly brothers who continue to bear ths
burden and heat of the day, and there are a number of novices and postulants. But
there are very few junior professed or young life professed. These have mostly
gone to start the various new houses. [ feel it needs now a time of consolidation
to build up the middle strength. ... It is not for nothing that the "Second" is in
the middle of the three Orders of our Society. So often they keep us on the rails,

. .I never cease to thank God for our Clares in England and America. And now
they are preparing to make a new foundation in Australia, Do pray for them as they
prepare for this great venture - their first foundation. The Sisters at Compton
Durville have recently made two new foundations: at San Francisco and at
Newcastle-under-Lyme.

My first visit in the American Province was to our newest household in Port of
Spain, Trinidad. When I was there, the brothers were living at the Deanery.
Of course it is all early days, but it is important that we should have a house as
soon as possible which we can call home and which is a centre for our prayer and
work. ... The life at Little Portion Friary goes along steadily. There is a good



Minister General's Letter continued

quiet prayer life, and many groups stay at the Guest House and share in the life.
Unfortunately, Luke has had to undertake the work of Novice Guardian as well as
his duties as Provincial. I am sure he will give the novices a great deal, but it
does impose a heavy load on Luke. ...It is good to see the Franciscan life in
California being consolidated. Since I was there last year, Robert has been
elected Guardian and has the care of San Damiano Friary and the Bisho's Ranch
at Healdsburg.

May God keep us all faithfulto our calling - With my love and prayers, oo

Geoffrey, SSF

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORT

A meeting of the Standing Committee was held on Saturday, January 18th from
ll a.m. to 5 p.m. at the home of John Scott. For the first time, all the members
were able to be present, including Marie Hayes from Arizona. The following
appointments were announced by Br. Mark Francis: Warren Tanghe as Assistant
Chaplain, David Burt as Convenor of the Boston Fellowship, and Keith
Ackerman as Convenor of the Long Island Fellowship.

Several novices were recommended. by the Standing Committee for profession,
and the next step is to have the approval of the Chapter members.

A variety of meetings were mentioned; with much time devoted to plans for
the Convocation in Racine, April 18~20th. John Scott was invited to represent
the Third Order at the meeting of the First Order Chapter. Peter Funk and Helen
Webb were elected members of the Board of Directors of the Society of Saint .
Francis, which includes both First and Third Orders. At Br. Geoffrey's suggestion,
John Scott is sending a formal request for a meeting of the Third Order
Interprovincial (international) Chapter,

Br. Mark Francis, Chaplain, spoke of many things, including reporting - it
would be helpful if people were more specific and did not take the short-cut of
simply checking items. He asks us to stress community, and sees signs of
new groups or fellowships forming in several different sections of the country.
He asks if any tertiaries might like to hear from others by mail - we could
include their names in a Newsletter. He explained his thoughts about an
ongoing Chaplain's notebook, to send especially to professed tertiaries. He
mentioned his own heavy load of responsibilities, and feels frustrated when he is
not able to do as much as he would like. He asks for a list of the Fellowship
Convenors (please let him know about yours, if you have not already).

- continued












Ron Smith statement, continued

spiritual element is carefully cradled, and at the same time be open to

somewhat varied expressions of our faith in our diversity. This urges us to a

more open communion with each other and a greater sense of harmony in the essan-
tial elements of our faith, because we have only our shared faith and Franciscan
vision to cause us to adhere together as an Order.

For these reasons, I believe it is most important that we make every effort
to come together in this way. And further, that we be reasonably certain that
aspirants to this Order not only understand the nature of the community, but also
find themselves drawn to is, and the commuhity drawn to them. The Franciscan
way, as manifested in the Third Order, is only one particular vision of the
Christian message. By suggesting that the aspirant be drawn to the community,
and the community be drawn to the aspirant, I do not mean to imply exclusive~
ness, but rather a potential for compatibility within this particular vision of the
Christian message. The Third Order, as I see it, is a group of Christians
drawn together, sharing a vocation to worship together, to grow together and
to learn to trust and love each other and the world as our Lord and Francis would
have us do."

SPECIAL OCCASIONS

Professions
Mary Mobert - October 6, 1974
Leo Combes - November 17, 1974
Rodney Cook - Pebruary 8, 1975

Ordinations to Priesthood
Kent Tarpley - December 21, 1974
Keith Ackerman ~ December 21, 1974

Death
Mabel Laurence ~ September 6, 19_7'4

Appointment L
Warren Tanghe, Assistant Third Order Chaplain for New England

Additional Novices
Albert Connelly
James Jones
Martin Nelson
Wilmer Rebola
Don Schutte










