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A FRANCISCAN LENT

: The Little Brothers and Sisters of anitence was the. original name given by
St. Francis to his: followers in the Thlrd Order.

Wé,must.not forget that. But it surely did. not mean then, and dnes not ‘mean
now, long-faces and preoccupation with self.. It is'a recégnition of sim and
failure, .true - of cur own personal -lives, and that ofimankind as a whole'and human
institutions, ineluding the Church, in being good stewards.of the beautiful and
bountiful creation in which God has placed us. The joy of God's 1oving forgiveness
and renewal is the foundation of pen1tence.= - ‘ fy

_-'Penltence is thennote‘of"Lentw Yés = but 1ts purpose is. to lead us 1nto joy
fulfilled:in the great feast of the Resurrection. Being aware of the need of '
penitence. saves us from the fate of-the man who entered the marriage feast of the
king without -a wedding garment = a man bewildered and unaware'of who -he was and -
where he was, really M"out of it" in contemporary Jargon - and thus lacking 1n Joy
and unfit for the feast.

PénitenCe is the note of Lent. Yes - but it does not mean waliowing in‘guilt
and self pity. To.do that is to become .preoccupied with self, and be immobilized
to confession and.the acceptance of- forglveness whlch would mean plcklng onesalf
. up and follow1ng the Iord. : w0

Penitence is the note of Lent. Yes - but, after acknowledging the failures
and sins of self and of the institutions in which we share, it .means makixg -
restitution by some step of new self—dlscipline, and working with cothers on some
aspect of institutional reform, from feedlng the hungry to loosenlng the bonds
of oppression, _

anitence'ls the note of Lent. - Yes - and. 1t beglns w1th a.good, hard leok at
one's past, personal and institutional.. But it does not mean apreoccupation with
the past which leaves us unwxlling and fearful of walking into the future. . That
walking into the future is just what the Bible shows us God was asking his ctnsen
ones to do, from Abraham to Paul. Jesus says, "Get. up, follow mel“ Pl B0

-As penitence leads to renewal so death 1eads to 1ife. As‘fasting leads to
feasting, so this is expressed symbolically in every Bucharist, which begins with
confession (sometimes corporate and sometlmes prlvate) and ends thh sharing in the
bounty of the Lord's L1fe at Hls Table. . P -

% May the Joy of the Resurrectlon be the goal of our. Lenten penltence‘ :

" (The Rev.) John Scott, Guardlan
*'Third Order, American Province
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DAY OF -PENITENCE
' In the European Provincé,; and elsewhere, an annual Day of Penitence is’

observed on the Friday before Palu Sunday. A few copies of theé 1976 Day of
Penitence folder have been received, and are avallable on request frcm Hblen Wébb.















SMALL WORLD 6.

Recently, my busband invited me to go.with him to a lunch time Jlecture
sponsored by the Classics Department. .After it we were included in the lunch
party, and I found myself sitting next to, the lecturer's wife. - She.told me that
they were in the middle of a world tour, they had recently been lecturing in. -
- Australia, were row here, and were going to Gallfornla tomorrow then across the

States, and back to Oxford, England, whloh is home base, in May. .

The remarkable thing is that she JHSt happened to mentlon that she had met
Brother John Charles in Australia. When I responded. that I knew him, she was
. overjoyed and said she had discussed with him the possibility of a vocation to the
" Third Order. I even had my address and intercession list with me and was able to
give her contacts in the main centres they were going to visit across the States.
I hope she did indeed contact some of you! And to think that I had gone very
reluctantly to that lecture, only to please my husband!

A few days later, there was a: young couple visiting Victoria from Califormia
who turned up at early Mass at the Cathedral, which I also attend on weekdays. when
I am in the city centre. Just by chance, during coffee and bun after lass they
asked if we had heard of SSF. Thank you, Michael Davis.- it was good to meet
you, Kaep on Just happenlng to ask wherever you go.

L . ) . - Murlel Adey--

BUSY]TiMES

For two weeks I'm at a training program for rural parsons and 1sader-types,
meeting at Roanridge, outside Kansas City, Mo. And meanwhile, back at Glasgow, .
Amory fell down the basement stairs and ended up with a clean-break broken right
leg. DBr. Robert is due in Glasgow when I get back -~ and a diocesan board of
trustees meeting thrown in for good medsure. All in a day's work. 411, really,
is just fine., ' : :

Kale King, January 1976

I got terrlbly busy all of a sudden w1th some thlngs I had- not been
expecting. The Internado Director and his wife weré both sick and St. Thohael‘s
is without a rector, so I had to take over there, too.  Kind of a hectic Christmas-
tide, but a lot of fun, too. You know, you don't mind the work when it means
someone else is going to experience some joy because of it. The boys at the’
Internado had a good Christmas Party on the 1%th - early because they leave to -
visit with families over the school holidays. They also broke three plnatas on
Three Kings Day (Epiphany)..

' B Sam Samuelson, qn Mexioo, January 1976 -

NOTES -

* With this’ Newsletter is being mailed a sheet to go with the TSF Directory,
Wwith additions and changes of address. After Easter, work -will begin on the
1976 Directory, so please be sure. your address is correct. Also, there has been
a request for telephone numbers . If you would like yours 1ncluded, please send ‘it
in to Helen Webb - don't forget the area code as well as local mumber. - It is quite
difficult to locate tertiaries in-some of the larger phone books. . Yet how nice it
is to be able to say hello, when vlsitlng around the country -

- Once agaln - please take note of the new address for sending oheoks - to

Third Order, Sociéty of St. Francis, ¢/o The Rev. Hendrik Koning, St. Hary's ;
Church, Hamilton Village, 3601 locust walk, Philadelphia, PA 1910k .y



PRINTED MATERIAL AVATLABLE

From: Society of St. Francis, Little Portion Friary
»,0. Box 399, Mt, Sinai, New York 11766

The Little Chronicle {(monthly) $1.00 annual subscription

The Franciscan (international quarterly) $3,00

Letter to Third Order Aspirants (No. 1)

Brochures: (a limited supply is also available from the T.0. Secretary.)
- Franciscans May Be For You
- The Third Order
- If Your Heart Hurts (Associates)

From: The Poor Clares, Maryhill, Mt. Sinai, New York 11766
St. Clare's Monstrance {quarterly) $1.00

From: Third Order Secretary - Mrs. Edward Webb

L4008 Buckingham Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21207
Directory: Third Order Intercession and Address List (anmual)
Purple boock: The Way of St. Francis
Manual: Admissions, Constitution, Rule, Way of Life, Statutes
Book of Roots: Scurce documents
Peter Funk letters: to postulants and novices (Numbers 2-22)
Chaplain's Study-Reflection series: Introduction, Numbers 1 and 2
Forms of Prayer for Franciscans (Diocese of Melanesia Press) pamphlet
Report Forms

(Note: Checks for voluntary donations for material should. .

be made out to Third Order, Society of St. Francis.)

From: Third Order Guardian - The Rev, John Scott
St. Mary's Church, Hamilton Village, 3601 locust Walk
Philadelphia, PA 15104

Brochure on the Third Order, in Spanish

Letterhead and envelopes (for use by Counselors, ete,)

From: National Franciscan Communications Conference
1229 South Santee Street, los Angeles, CA $0015
National Franciscan Directory (Roman Catholic and Episcopal)
(First, Second and Third Orders, and publications. $2,00)



