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The Franciscan Times is an irregularly-published newsletter, aimed at helping
member of The Third Order of the Society of St. Francis to keep in touch. We
welcome newsletters from Fellowships, news stories of Fellowships and individ-
uals, poetry, book reviews, meditations, and what have you. There is no
certain deadline, but items are saved up until there's enough to make up an
issue {and when time permits). Send your contributions to Joanne Maynard,

312 Clark, Apt. A, Helena, MT 59601. Thank you for your help.

A VISIT TO ASSISI 111
John Metcalfe

From the basilica of Santa Maria della Angela, which sits on the broad
Umbrian plain, some 2 to 3 miles from Assisi, the great basilica of St.
Francis juts out of the side of the mountain like a huge ship, its prow
facing the valley.

Assisi, Tike most cities built in medieval Italy, is built on a hill,
surrounded by a great wall, surmounted by a fort, as protection from the
constant invasions. Assisi differs from its neighbors in that it is built
on the flank of the mountain, with two forts perched atop of the ridge. The

wall which once girded its houses has mostly disappeared, but several of the
"gates" persist.

Immediate]y upon entering the curving road leading to the city, you see
the parking lot for the Great Basilica, with its rows of horse stalls left
over from a gentler age. A long flight of steps leads from the parking area
to the Great Church, the size of many Cathedrals. Immediately upon entering,
one sees an exhibit of the actualgarments worn by St. Francis and his followers
so long ago. Most of them seem to have been made of a burlap-type cloth, and
are copiously patched.

In the body of the church, the altar, backed by rows of choir stalls,
a symphony of walnut, is dimly seen far in the front. The walls of the church
are emblazoned with large paintings depicting major scenes in the life of
St. Francis. These were painted immediately after the church was built, on
the wet plaster walls by the gentle and talented Giotti. When we first
visited Assisi in 1968, the frescos, as painting on wet plaster is called,
were so dim and faint as to be utterly indistinguishable. On our last visit
in 1985, the paintings had been glowingly and brilliantly restored.
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(A Visit to Assisi -- continued from page 1)

From the upper Great Church we made our way to the spiritual core of
Assisi, the chapel below where our Brother Francis is buried in a black
stone plinth, the twelve men who were his first followers buried in the
same black stone in a curving arc about him.

This is an area of great emotional outlet, usually filled with the
pilgrims from all over the world. In later visits, my wife and I witnessed
scenes of great stress by people who pleaded for the prayers of the Saints
for their many needs and desires -- often-imploring his help in various
tongues.

Notable in the chapel is a large 0il lamp suspended from the ceiling,
which is filled with oil each Francistide, by the mayor of a designated
town or "commune" in Italy. Each commune has its turn, and this is the
occasion of a monumental turnout of people from the honored commune. Many
of the cities and towns of Italy are politically controlled by the communists,
but rarely has the mayor of a commune controlled by the communists failed
to be present when it is his city's turn to fill the oil lamp at the tomb
fo St. Francis. The amount of 0il poured into the lamp lasts exactly one
year.

As are all the churches in Italy, the Basilica of St. Francis is
equipped with its "“store" where religious articles of every description
are to be had. My wife, who is a happy but cautious shopper, had an opport-
unity,.while I confronted each black-robed friar with, "Capisco Americano?"
to be answered usually with shrugged shoulders. Finally one brother
answered my query with, "Si, si -- uno momeno." He thereupon reappeared
with an English-speaking friar from Malta who answered my curiousity about
brown-robed and black-robed Franciscans. He explained that the "brown"
friars were the First Order friars and the "black" friars were of the
Third Order Regular. This order was evidently formed later, from the mem-
bers of the Third Order, 1ike ourselves, who desired a more formal religious
life. They now are in ministry at the Basilica of St. Francis.

Later we saw many other orders of Franciscans on the streets os
Assisi, but someone else will have to explain them, as I can't.
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IN CASE YOU DIDN'T SEE
the note in the recent
Information Sheet, Anne Hocker
has discovered a source on
inexpensive copper chains, which
"Took-1ike they were made to go
with our profession crosses.”
Just $3.75, plus postage, from

Remember that THE BASICS are available
from the secretary, Jacqui R. Belcher,
611 East Bay Street, Savannah, GA 31401:

The Devotional Companion .... $4.00

Butte Copper Co., P.0. Box 3891, The Way of St. Francis ...... 2.50
Butte, MT, 59702. The Source Book .....covvunnn 2.50
The Religious Life .......... 2.00

Since Butte is only about 65 miles
from where I'm sitting right now,
it was a funny feeling to read this, and to wonder how she found this out, and
if she was in Montana.
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Nina Andrews has written, with a question for her fellow Franciscans =

“Please help me and others. On page 79 of the Book of Common
Prayer (Morning Prayer II), the prayer of Confession of Sin, the

sentence; 'we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves ' troubles me.
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