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Lord, Make Me an Instrument of thy Peace

A quarterly newsletter, whose purpose is helping members
of The Third Order of the Society of St. Francis share
their common journey through news from fellowships

and individuals, reviews of books and tapes, poetry,
stories, essays, reflections, meditations, graphics,
and whatever the Holy Spirit might blow our way.
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from the editor:

The opportunity to transcribe,
edit, and produce the study papers
presented by each of our five Third
Order provinces at the 1993 Inter-
Provincial Third Order Chapter (IPTOO)
has been an awesome responsibility,
an honor, and a privilege.

It is my prayer that each reader
of The Franciscan Times will share
in the enlightenment, education, and
joy of knowing more intimately the
mind of the world-wide Third Order
community through these papers.

The material herein offers pro-
vocative challenges, affirmations, and
guidelines for all tertiaries, no
matter where they may be on their
Franciscan journeys. Fellowships,
as well as individuals, will discover
a rich resource of ideas for study
and meditation.

Current news of fellowships and
convocations can be found on page 26,
instead of the usual centerfold lo-
cation.

The Advent 1994 issue, which will
have a deadline of November 1, will
address the theme of “Third Order
Community.”

The nature and essence of com-
munity in our Franciscan discipline
will vary widely, ranging from the
urban fellowship which meets often
and regularly to the 1isolated ter-
tiary who may feel fortunate to visit
another tertiary once a year.

Your ideas and contributions -
in the form of essays, stories, po-

INSIDE:
1993 IPTOC Papers

Following Jesus in the
Way of St. Francis

(America) Page

Where Is the Anglican
Communion Going?
(Europe)

Page

Contemporary Movements
in the Church

(New Zealand) page
Franciscan Evangelism
(Australia) page
Instruments of Peace

(Africa) page

ems, artwork, and suggestions - are
encouraged and welcome for this next
issue. '

Conveners and others who regu-
larly submit material for The
Franciscan Times should note the
change of address. Please refer to
the masthead on page 22.

Please keep the Third Order

American Province Chapter 1in your
prayers as they meet during
Francistide in October at Little
Portion Friary.

Blessings and aloha from Hawai'i
to you and your families.

Pax et Bonum,

Robert Durand TSSF
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Long Island in late October is a fairyland. Throughout the Interprovincial
Third Order Chapter (IPTOC) of 1993, we sat in a room of Little Portion Friary
which looked out on the woods.

The trees were arrayed in leaves of brown, crimson, and yellow, which stirred
in the breeze from Long Island Sound and drifted down to the forest floorin a
multihued rain that only God could have imagined or devised. ®Perhaps the au-
tumnal backdrop of falling leaves has conditioned my memory of this interna-
tional and intercultural Franciscan gathering.

We came from FEurope, Africa, Australia, New Zealand, and the Ameri-
cas, some bringing Crisp Convictions, or Firm Opinions, or Flaming Passions.

As we talked together, the breeze of the Holy Spirit moved among us, de-
taching our convictions, opinions, and passions until they mixed and mingled in
harmonious medley. We were satisfied at the end that any "achievements"” were
God's work,

We heard lGiturgies from each of the provinces and rejoiced in these particu-
lar expressions of our common faith. I was privileged (as the only Third Order
Deacon present) to be asked to perform the diaconal tasks for the English lit-
urgy. It was an opportunity to submerge the accidents of my origins and condi-
tioning in a wondrous expressions of what we, as Franciscans, hold most dear.

Franciscan spirituality has a multitude of shapes and colors. At our 1993
Interprovincial Chapter, we rejoiced in our diversity and in our unity, as we
worked to create new patterns of love.

s Deacon Marie L.. Webner
(/'/}‘M , T Chaplain, American ®Province
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f =®g8s®P BASITECS
available from JOHN DOTSON, Secretary
4036 Lakota Place, Kingsport, TN 37664.

Suggested prices are: o Directory ($3)
Devotianal Companion ($4) +, i Statutes ($1)
‘ (New edition currently-in work.)

: : The Rule of the Third Order
Way of St. Francis ($2.50) for Daily Reading ($2.50)

Source Book ($2.50)
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