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Lord, Make Me an Instrument of thy Peace

A quarterly newsletter, whose purpose is helping members
of The Third Order of the Society of St. Francis share
their common journey through news from fellowships

and individuals, reviews of books and tapes, poetry,
stories, essays, reflections, meditations, graphics,
and whatever the Holy Spirit might blow our way.

Tiriniey, 1994

from the editor:

Some questioning glances came my
way when the “Trinity” issue of The
Franciscan Times was announced. After
all, this most important and oft-avoided
theological concept of our Christian
life is usually relegated to the first
Sunday after Pentecost Sunday.

My own interest in
the Trinity (as a favor-
ite subject for medita-
tion) notwithstanding, it
was easy to make this
choice because of two en-
lightening and provoca-
tive essays already in
hand. One is a sermon
delivered by our Provin-
cial Chaplain Marie Webner
over a year ago on Trin-
ity Sunday. The other,
“Trinity and Prayer” was
written by Terry Rogers
TSSF “a while back” for the Pax et Bonum
publication.

~ Combined with another thought-pro-
voking piece by Jane Ellen Traugott TSSF
entitled, “Of Apples, Sex, and Work,”
the material in this issue begs its
tertiary readers to give time and thought
to what the Trinity really means in our
lives today.

So granted that you will be read-
ing these words well after Trinity Sun-
day (with apologies from the editor for
being later than planned), the infor-
mation is timeless and will provide

excellect material for reflection dur-
ing your Summer meditations.

You are invited also to make use
of the extensive supplement devoted to
the new material in the TSSF Library
and to consider a possible pilgrimage
to Assisi with Br. Robert Hugh next
Summer (details on the back page of
the supplement).

The next issue of The Franciscan
Times should be in the
mails about the middle of
August and will be devoted
to the publication of pa-
pers from the Inter Pro-
vincial Third Order Con-
vocation (IPTOC) which was
held at Little Portion
last Fall.

This issue will also
carry the usual Fellow-
ship and Convocation news,
however, so conveners are
asked to submit informa-
tion about gatherings in
early fall (or later) by August 1.

And finally, your contributions,
suggestions, and ideas for future is-
sues of The Franciscan Times are al-
ways welcome. Please remember that
this publication is the only means,
for many tertiaries, of sharing their
Franciscan journeys.

May God the Creator, God the Re-
deemer, and God the Sustainer, Blessed
and undivided Trinity, be with each of
you through these days of Pentecost.

Aloha from Hawaii. Pax et Bonum,

Robert Durand TSSF
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THeE CHAPLAIN’S JOURNAL

We hiave many little trinities in the Franciscan Third Order Gife: humility,
love, and joy; prayer, study, and work; simplicity, chastity, and obedience. To-
day, I want to remind you of a trinity of prayer, which perhaps we take for
granted: self, the world, and God.

This powerful triangle is described by Father Benedict Reid, O.5.B., in his
boo 721 7 (Harbor House, 1993), his words tell us: “by

_focusing our ordinary attention, connected with the indwelling divine, on some
simple object or act, we can be lifted into a new and deeper awareness.”

The trinity of God, self, and the world is a universal prayer, molded by St.
Francis into the Reystone of kis spirituality. “In beautiful things, he saw beauty
itself,” says Thomas of Celano. Every rock is Christ who gives water to the
thirsty pilgrim. The flowers and the singing birds are God’s creatures, praising
their Creator in their loveliness and innocence. Each lamb is a symbol of Jesus
Christ, Lamb of God. The Canticle of the Sun gives glory to God for the created
world.

“To serve with great fiumility” is the response of the Franciscan heart to
the Divine radiance in the world.

The world around us is the fruitful ground of our prayer when we connect
it with the indwelling Spirit. This prayer of joy is able to turn the dryness of our
prayer into Gving water. When we connect self; God, and world, we hve in
FHoly Trinity.

' eacon Marie L. Webner
(7‘] -, TS‘fF Chaplain, American Province
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